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4. ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITMENTS BY THE PUEBLO OF SANDIA 

All applicable permits would be obtained prior to implementation of the project. 

• Section 401 of the CWA (CWA; 33 U.S.C. 1251 et seq., as amended) requires applicants 
for Section 404 authorization to obtain water quality certification prior to initiating 
construction. This authority rests with, and would be carried out in the proper sequence by 
the Pueblo of Sandia. Initial conversations with the Army Corps of Engineers have 
indicated that a 404 Permit would not be required, as most of the work would take place 
above the OHWM. While coordinating closely with contractors, the Pueblo of Sandia 
would be responsible for meeting the conditions of these permits, and would use best 
management practices and avoidance by design, to prevent or minimize effects to water 
resources.  

• Minimal disturbance would occur to the bankline, as most of the project would occur 
outside the Ordinary High Water Mark of the Rio Grande.  

• During construction, desirable native vegetation already established on site would be 
preserved whenever possible. 

• ESA compliance would be addressed through consultation with the USFWS regarding 
potential impacts to threatened and endangered species. Best management practices would 
be enforced to minimize potential impacts to willow flycatcher or other listed species. 
Consultation with the USFWS would determine the most effective best management 
practices. 

• The Pueblo of Sandia is committed to monitoring the habitat restoration projects for one 
year to document changes in site conditions and the presence of various fish species using 
the habitat. The Pueblo of Sandia would be responsible for notifying the USFWS if they 
find silvery minnows using the constructed channel or other habitat features, or in the 
event that isolated habitats form in the channel.  

• To protect aquatic habitat from spills or contamination, hydraulic lines would be protected 
from punctures. In addition, all fueling would take place outside the active floodplain, and 
all equipment would undergo high-pressure spray cleaning and inspection prior to 
operation. Equipment would be parked on pre-determined locations on high ground away 
from the project area overnight.  

• The Pueblo of Sandia would seek to avoid impacts to birds protected by the Migratory 
Bird Treaty Act (16 U.S.C. 703) by scheduling construction outside of the normal bird 
breeding and nesting season (approximately April 15 to August 15) for most avian species, 
or conduct preconstruction breeding surveys and monitoring nests during construction. In 
this case, nests would be marked and those trees protected until after the birds have 
fledged. Nests would continue to be monitored twice weekly during the time heavy 
equipment is being operated, and close coordination would occur between the equipment 
operators and Sandia Environmental Staff to reduce the possibility of destroying nests. 
The USFWS would be consulted if bird nests were found. 
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• The Pueblo of Sandia would comply with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation 
Act as administered by the New Mexico State Historic Preservation Office. Should 
evidence of possible scientific, prehistorical, historical, or archaeological data be 
discovered during the course of this action, work shall cease at that location and the 
Reclamation Albuquerque Area Office Archaeologist shall be notified by telephone 
immediately with the location and nature of the findings. Care shall be exercised so as not 
to disturb or damage artifacts or fossils uncovered during operations, and the proponent 
shall provide such cooperation and assistance as may be necessary to preserve the findings 
for removal or other disposition by the government. TCPs would be evaluated as part of 
this process.  
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5. CONSULTATION AND COORDINATION 
The USFWS has been notified about the Proposed Action and would make the determination 
concerning project impacts on federal endangered and threatened species potentially 
occurring in the project area.  

The Bureau of Indian Affairs was contacted in regard to the possible presence of endangered 
species.  

The State Historic Preservation Office has been notified about the project.  

The USACE Regulatory Program has been contacted and has visited the site. From their 
initial assessment, an individual Section 404 permit to conduct the work would not be 
necessary.  
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Albuquerque, NM  87109 

James Good, Natural Resources and Planning Program Manager 
Parametrix 
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